






 

In the run up to the referendum on the Good Friday Agreement of 1998, two comrades 
and I wrote a book; "The Real Irish Peace Process". 
 
The book was a critique of the proposed peace settlement from a Marxist perspective. 
It did not stand alone. Our newspaper carried weekly analysis and reportage. We 
organised and attended many meetings, as well as mass marches and demonstrations.  
 
All to no avail. The promise of peace was endorsed by the republican leadership and 
there was no real willingness on any side, outside unionist rejectionists and a small 
minority of Republicans, to look at the fine print, especially as opposition to the peace 
process was presented as support for a continuation of violence. 
  
The tone at the time was summed up by a debate between local journalists. Ed 
Maloney argued that it was the duty of journalists to be objective and, in the name of 
balance, present the views of those opposing the deal. Eamonn Mallie argued that the 
opportunity to end violence meant that journalists should promote the agreement. A 
Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTE) special programme form Belfast saw the authors invited 
to the programme but not allowed to speak. 
  
Our views had no effect and it's doubtful if any intervention would have had any effect. 
Endorsed by Sinn Féin, overwhelmingly supported by Nationalism, the agreement 
came into force. 
  
Today I present these ideas again. I believe that they have stood the test of time, even 
though the language of anti-imperialism and class struggle may seem opaque to many.  
 
What is left after 25 years of the settlement is the contradictions built into the process 
itself. Much of the agreement has simply died. What is left is frequently distorted and 
amended. Despite these changes the Stormont executive is yet again in a state of 
collapse.  
 
What is left is the passionate determination of Irish constitutional nationalism to 
smother the old demands for an Irish democracy and substitute a narrative based on 
identity politics and cultural division. 

 

Prologue to the 2023 edition  

 

 

 




























































































































































































































































































































































































